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PREFACE.

Before concluding this Preface, the Author

disclaims any notion of holding out the following

pages as a formal dissertation on academic studies.

Such an attempt would be far above his powers;

not falling in with his usual habits of thought, and

requiring research for which he has neither time

nor inclination. What is here printed treats of

subjects treated of a hundred times before, and

professes no originality, except what it derives

from the circumstances under which it was de

livered and the persons to whom it was addressed.

Should it be the means of leading even a small

number of them to think more justly on any of

the subjects of academic learning, and to com

bine moral and religious habits of thought with

those severe physical studies, during which the

best faculties of the mind are sometimes permitted

to droop and wither, his most earnest wishes will

be accomplished.
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