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PREFACE.

the Work, and made such corrections and

additions as the leisure moments which my

professional engagements have allowed me,

would permit.

The additional illustrations are both nume

rous and important, and I trust will be found to

enhance the interest of these volumes, without

having materially increased their size or price.

My geological collection, consisting of up-

wards of twenty thousand specimens, from which

the subjects for the illustration of the Lectures

were selected, was, at the period of the former

editions, exhibited at Brighton by the Sussex

Literary Institution, as the "Mantellia.n Mu

seum." At that time I had every reason to

believe that my collection would be permanently

established in Sussex, and serve as the foun

dation for a County Museum. In -that expecta

tion I have, however, been utterly disappointed;

for although I would willingly have made any

pecuniary sacrifice, to accomplish what appeared

to me so desirable an object, yet after the

death of my noble and lamented friend, the

late Earl of EgTemont, the munificent patron

of the Institution, the proposed measure was

abandoned, and even opposed by many of its
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