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22 BABBAGE’S PARALLEL.

‘unwilling to be the martyrs of conscience, were they to
profess a change of sentiment which they could not feel ;
they would act the part of hypocrites. The nature of the
impression which is actually made upon such minds, may
be judged of from the language of a mathematician and
philosopher of the highest order, distinguished by the
originality and independence of his mind, and a professed
friend of Christianity.

“ Let us consider what would be the conclusion of any reasonable
being in a parallel case. Let us imagine a manuscript written three
thousand years ago, and professing to be a revelation from the Deily,
in which it was stated that the colour of the paper of the very book
now in the reader’s hands is dlack, and that the colour of the ink in
the characters which he is now reading is wkite. 'Wilh that reason-
able doubtof his own individual faculties which would become the in-
quirer into the truth of a statement said to be derived from so highan
origin, he would ask of all those around him, whether to their senses
the paper appeared to be black and the ink to be white. If he found
the senses of other individnals agree with his own, then he would
undoubtedly pronounce the alleged revelation a forgery, and those
who propounded it to be either deceived or deceivers. He would
rightly impute the attempted deceit to moral turpitude, to gross igno-
rance, or to interested motives in the supporters of it ; but he certainly
would not commit the impiety of supposing the Deity to have wrought
a miraculous change upon the senses of our whole species, and then
to demand their beliefin a fact directly opposed to those senses; thus
throwing doubt upon every conclusion of reason in regard to exter-
nal objects; and, amongst others, upon the very evidence by which
the authenticity of that very questionable manuscript was itself sup-

“ported, and even upon the fact of its existence when before their
eyes.”’*

Should any of those who honour me with their atten-
tion, be not at all, or only as the result of cursory reading,
acquainted with geological science, they are entreated
to consider the case before them very seriously. Here
is a mind of high order, versed in philosophical know-

* Mr. Babhage's Ninth Bridgewater Treatise ; pp. 69, 70,
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