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to have any other than conjectures, vague and painfully
uncertain. The proofs that God has thus made known

those facts and truths, and the realities of an eternal futu

rity; and that the communication is contained in the se

ries of ancient books called the Holy Scriptures; are also

to be found in many easily accessible works.

It plainly follows, that a serious attention to thosW

books is the most important duty, and the most interest

ing occupation, to which we can apply ourselves.

Our great object is, to understand them in their true

meaning; that is, to take them in the sense in which they

were intended by the Spirit of truth from whose inspira
tion they have proceeded. This true sense and meaning
must be brought out by an impartial application of the

same means which men use, from a conviction of their

necessity and adequacy, in order to obtain a just under

standing of any writings composed in long past times and

in ancient languages.
The study of revealed religion, thus pursued, cannot

but be in perfect harmony with all true science. The

works and the word of God are streams from the same

source, and, though they flow in different directions, they

necessarily partake of the same qualities of truth, wis

dom, and goodness. Geology, in an especial manner,

possesses its place in this beneficent association. It holds

also the most interesting connexions with every other

branch of Natural Science. It attracts and renders sub

sidiary to itself, the entire domain of Natural History;
it is indissolubly combined with Chemistry, with which

it participates in reciprocal advantages of the most impor
tant kind; it has connexions, which to many have been

unexpected, with the sublime science of Astronomy, but

which the genius and attainments of Babbage, Herschel,

and Hopkins, both anticipated and have demonstrated,

connexions of peculiar interest, and which go far to yin-
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