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produced by water in the minor cases I have just mentioned, by pre
senting us an example, within tangible limits, prepare us to compre..
hend the mighty and stupendous magnitude of those forces by which
whole strata were swept away, and valleys laid open, and gorges
excavated in the more solid portions of the substance of the earth,

bearing the same proportion to the overwhelming ocean by which

they were produced, that modern ravines on the sides of mountains

bear to the torrents which, since the retreat of the deluge; have crea

ted and continue to enlarge them.."*

*
Reliqui Diluviana3, p. 237.
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