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tive of the deluge. It is a painful position in which I

stand. I seem to be taking the part of an enemy, addu

cing materials for skepticism, and doing nothing to re

move them. But this situation for me is inseparable from

the plan of these lectures; the only plan that appeared

practicable. The apparent discrepancies, between the

facts of science and the words of Scripture, must be un

derstood, before we can make any attempt at their remo

val. I confide in the candour of my friends, that they
will suspend their judgment till I am enabled to lay be

fore them the way, in which I conceive that independent
and unforced philological evidence will enable us satisfac

torily to.dispose of those difficulties,
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