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of death over the inferior animals, from the earliest exist- .
ence of organized earthly beings; and in a limited extent
of the deluge which swept away the remnant of a self-
destroying race, saving one family, which “found grace
in the eyes of the Lord.”

I have not attempted to do this by affirming that the
Scriptures teach the sciences; or that their language can
be forced, by any grammatical or critical ingenuity, into
a literal accordance with scientific truths: but by addu-
cing abundant evidence to show that the AuTHoR of reve-
lation spoke to mankind in such language as they were
accustomed to use, such as they could most readily un-
derstand, and such as must ever remain the most affect-
ing and impressive to the human heart.

Let it also be observed, that the principle of interpre-
tation here brought forwards is entirely independent of
facts in Natural History, or doctrines of Geology, or any
other branch of Natural Science. If those facts be de-
nied and those doctrines disapproved, still this mode of
understanding the figurative language of Scripture will
not be affected; it stands upon its own evidence, and
cannot, I conceive, be overthrown.

It follows then, as a universal truth, that the Bible,
faithfully interpreted, erects no bar against the most free
and extensive investigation, the most comprehensive and
searching induction. Let but the investigation be suffi-
cient, and the induction honest. Let observation take its
farthest flight ; let experiment penetrate into all the re-
cesses of nature ; let the veil of ages be lifted up from all
that has been hitherto unknown, if such a course were
possible ;——religion need not fear, Christianity is secure,
and true science will always pay homage to the Divine
Creator and Sovereign, “ of whom and through whom
and to whom are all things; and unto whom be glory for
ever,”
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