
SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES.

[A.]

Referred to at pages 9 and 242.

IN the Congregational Magazine for November, 1837, the inquiry
was proposed, under the signature of T. K., "Could there be death,

by violent and painful means, before the entrance of sin had deranged
the order of a holy world, or had given occasion for bringing into
action the instruments of violent death 'i"

To this, the following answer was returned: and, as it has been
made an object of controversial attack by Mr. Mellor Brown, and as
it may contribute some further illustration to several of the topics
treated in these lectures, I have thought it not unsuitable to be here
introduced, omitting a few sentences.

The question ofyour correspondent, T. K., merits the most seri
ous attention. It forms one, and probably the heaviest, of the two

great difficulties which Christians feel in relation to the discoveries
and doctrines ofmodern Geology: the first is the alleged necessity of

admitting that God had put forth his creating energy from an era im

possible to be even conjectured, but stretching back, through immea

surable periods, from the adaptation of the earth, to be the abode of a

new race of creatures, with MAN at their head. I have said, alleged

necessity: because that qualifying term is proper at the outset of an

inquiry: but, though! cannot now undertake this part of the discus

sion, I am bound to profess that there is no doubt in my own mind.

I must even go so far as to express my conviction, that it is perfectly

impossible for any intelligent person to understand the facts of the

case, and sit down with any modification of the sentiment which sup

poses our globe to have been created a few thousand years ago. But

it is much to be lamented, that many well-meaning persons have.im

agined themselves qualified to decide this question, while really un

acquainted with the essential parts of the argument; having probably
derived what they suppose to be a competent measure of knowledge
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