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Polished specimens of the coralline marbles may be

purchased at the shops.

Portishead, a pretty little village on the south

east bank of the Severn, is well worth a visit; and

by going in the morning steamer and returning in the

evening, several hours may be agreeably spent along

the shore below the hotel; and fossil plants and

shells, from the blocks of millstone grit, and numer

ous rock specimens, may be collected.

A sail to Chepston, and up the Wye as far as

Tintern Abbey, returning on foot, or in a carriage,

by Piercefield to Chepstow, is an excursion replete

with the highest interest and enjoyment. The pic

turesque beauties of the Wye are dependant, like

those of Clifton and Matlock, on the disruptions

which the strata of mountain limestone have sus

tained. The magnificent scenery as we pass up the

river, and the interesting associations connected with

the ruins of Tintern Abbey, cannot fail to delight

the traveller; but the enchanting scene that bursts

upon the sight from the heights of Piercefield is

magnificent in the extreme, and equal to the grandest

views on the Rhine. Looking down from those

elevated pinnacles of rock, which are covered with

the most luxuriant vegetation, and crested with

forests of pine, and oak, and beech, we perceive the

Wye pursuing its tortuous course at our feet, and

winding along, around promontories of limestone,

towards Chepstow; while immediately beyond,* and

apparently separated from the opposite bank of the
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