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none of these in the dust which I sent him: on the other

hand, he finds in it two species which hitherto he knows ag

living only in South America. The dust falls in such quan-

tities as to dirty everything on board, and to hurt people’s
eyes; vessels even have run on shore owing to the obscurity
of the atmosphere. It has often fallen on ships when sev-
eral hundred, and even more than a thousand, miles from
the coast of Africa, and at points sixteen hundred miles dis-
tant in a north and south direction. In some dust which
was collected on a vessel three hundred miles from the land,
I was much surprised to find particles of stone above the
thousandth of an inch square, mixed with finer matter.
After this fact one need not be surprised at the diffusion
of the far lighter and smaller sporules of cryptogamic plants.
The geology of this island is the most interesting part of

its natural history. On entering the harbor, a perfectly hori-
zontal white band in the face of the sea cliff may be seen
running for some miles along the coast, and at the height
of about forty-five feet above the water. Upon examina-
tion, this white stratum is found to consist of calcareous
matter, with numerous shells imbedded, most or all of which
now exist on the neighboring coast. It rests on ancient vol-
canic rocks, and has been covered by a stream of basalt,
which must have entered the sea when the white shelly
bed was lying at the bottom. It is interesting to trace the
changes, produced by the heat of the overlying lava, on
the friable mass, which in parts has been converted into a
crystalline limestone, and in other parts into a compact
spotted stone. Where the lime has been caught up by the

scoriaceous fragments of the lower surface of the stream,

it is converted into groups of beautifully radiated fibres re-

sembling aragonite. The beds of lava rise in successive

gently-sloping plains, toward the interior, whence the del-

uges of melted stone have originally proceeded. Within

historical times, no signs of volcanic activity have, I be-

lieve, been manifested in any part of St. Jago. Even the

form of a crater can but rarely be discovered on the summits
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