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" GREAT EARTHQUAKE 343

means an awe-exciting phenomenon. The tides were very
curiously affected. The great shock took place at the time
of low water; and an old woman who was on the beach told
me that the water flowed very quickly, but not.in great
waves, to high-water mark, and then as quickly returned
to its proper level; this was also evident by the line of wet
sand. This same kind of quick but quiet movement in the
tide happened a few years since at Chiloe, during a slight
earthquake, and created much causeless alarm. In the course
of the evening there were many weaker shocks, which seemed
to produce in the harbor the most complicated currents, and
some of great strength.

March 4th.—W e entered the harbor of Concepcion. While
the ship was beating up to the anchorage, I landed on the
island of Quiriquina. The major-domo of the estate quickly
rode down to tell me the terrible news of the great earth-
quake of the 20th: ‘‘That not a house in Concepcion. or
Talcahuano (the port) was standing; that seventy villages
were destroyed; and that a great wave had almost washed
away the ruins of Talcahuano.” Of this latter statement
I soon saw abundant proofs—the whole coast being strewed
over with timber and furniture as if a thousand ships had
been wrecked. Besides chairs, tables, book-shelves, etc.,
in great numbers, there were several roofs of cottages, which-
hadi been transported almost whole. The store-houses at
MTalcahuano had been burst open, and great bags of cotton,
yerba, and other valuable merchandise were scattered on the
shore. During my walk round the island, I observed that
numerous fragments of rock, which, from the marine pro-
ductions adhering to them, must recently have been lying
in deep water, had been cast up high on the beach; one of
these was six feet long, three broad, and two thick. _

» The ‘island itself as plainly showed the overwhelming
power of the earthquake as the beach did that of the conse-
quent great wave. The ground in many parts was fissured
in north and south lines, perhaps caused by the yielding of
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