246 TRAVERTIN OF TIVOLI [Cr. XVII,

The stream which flows out of this lake fills a canal about nine
feet broad and four deep, and is conspicuous in the landscape by a
line of vapour which rises from it. It deposits calcareous tufa in
this channel, and the Tiber probably receives from it, as well as from
numerous other streams, much carbonate of lime in solution, which
may contribute to the rapid growth of its delta. A large proportion
of the most splendid edifices of ancient and modern Rome are built
of travertin, derived from the quarries of Ponte Lucano, where there
has evidently been a lake at a remote period, on the same plain as
that already described.

Travertin of Tivoli.—In the same neighbourhood the calcareous
waters of the Anio incrust the reeds which grow on its banks, and
the foam of the eataract of Tivoli forms beautiful pendant stalactites.
On the sides of the deep chasm into which the cascade throws itself,
there is seen an extraordinary accumulation of horizontal beds of
tufa and travertin, from four to five hundred feet in thickness. The

Fig. 4.

Sectlon of spheroidal concretionary travertin under the Cascade of Tivoli.

s?ction ir.nmediately under the temples of Vesta and the Sibyl,
displays, in a precipice about four hundred feet high, some spheroids



