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scarcely inferior in size to the Dollart, has been gradually hollowed

out since the year 1016, between which era and 1651 a space of

about four square miles has been added to the sea. The rivulet

which now enters this inlet is very small; but Arens conjectures that

an arm of the Weser had once an outlet in that direction.

Coast of Sleswick. - Farther north we find so many records of

waste on the western coast of Sleswick, as to lead us to anticipate
that, at no distant period in the history of the physical geography of

Europe, Jutland may become an island, and the ocean may obtain a

more direct entrance into the Baltic. Indeed, the temporary insu

lation of the northern extremity of Jutland has been effected no less

than four times within the records of history, the ocean having as

often made a breach through the bar of sand, which usually excludes

it from the Lym Fiord. This long frith is 120 miles in length in

cluding its windings, and communicates at its eastern end with the

Baltic. The last irruption of salt water happened in 1824, and the

fiord was still open in 1837, when some vessels of thirty tons' burden

passed through.
The Marsh islands between the rivers Elbe and Eyder are mere

banks, like the lands formed of the "warp" in the Humber, protected

by dikes. Some of them, after having been inhabited with security
for more than ten centuries, have been suddenly overwhelmed. In

this manner, in 1216, no less than ten thousand of the inhabitants

of Eyderstede and Ditmarsch perished; and on the 11th of October,
1634, the islands and the whole coast, as far as Jutland, suffered by a
dreadful deluge.

Destruction of Northstrand by the sea. - Northstrand, up to the

year 1240, was, with the islands Sylt and FOhr, so nearly connected
with the mainland as to appear a peninsula, and was called North
Friesland, a highly cultivated and populous district. It measured from
nine to eleven geographical miles from north to south, and six to

eight from east to west. In the above-mentioned year it was torn
asunder from the continent, and in part overwhelmed. The Isle
of Northstrand, thus formed, was, towards the end of the sixteenth

century, only four geographical miles in circumference, and was
still celebrated for its cultivation and numerous population. After
many losses, it still contained nine thousand inhabitants. At last,
in the year 1634, on the evening of the 1 ith of October, a flood
passed over the whole island, whereby 1300 houses, with many,
churches, were lost; fifty thousand head of cattle perished, and
above six thousand men. Three small islets, one of them still called
Northstrand, alone remained, which are now continually wasting.
The redundancy of river water in the Baltic, especially during

the melting of ice and snow in spring, causes in general an outward
current through the channel called the Cattegat. But after a
continuance of north-westerly gales, especially during the heightof the spring-tides, the Atlantic rises; and, pouring a flood of
Water into the Baltic, commits dreadful devastations on the islesof the Danish Archipelago. This current even acts, though with
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