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Stabice. -Besides the cities already mentioned, Stabia, a small

town about six miles from Vesuvius, and near the site of the modern

Castel-a-Mare (see map of volcanic district of Naples), was over

whelmed during the eruption of 79. Pliny mentions that, when his

uncle was there, he was obliged to make his escape, so great was the

quantity of falling stones and ashes. In the ruins of this place, a few

skeletons have been found buried in volcanic ejections, together with

some antiquities of no great value, and rolls of papyrus, which, like

those of Pompeii, were illegible.
Torre del Greco ovefiowed by lava. - Of the towns hitherto

mentioned, ilerculaneum alone has been overflowed by a stream of

melted matter; but this did not, as we have seen, enter or injure the

buildings, which were previously enveloped or covered over with tuff.

But burning torrents have often taken their course through the streets

of Torre del Greco, and consumed or inclosed a large portion of the
town in solid rock. It seems probable that the destruction of three
thousand of its inhabitants, in 1631, which some accounts attribute
to boiling water, was principally due to one of those alluvial floods
which we before mentioned: but, in 1737, the lava itself flowed

through the eastern side of the town, and afterwards reached the sea;
and, in 1794, another current, rolling over the western side, filled the
streets and houses, and killed more than four hundred persons. The
main street is now quarried through this lava, which supplied building
stones for new houses erected where others had been annihilated.
The church was half buried in a rocky mass, but the upper portion
served as the foundation of a new edifice.
The number of the population at present is estimated at fifteen

thousand; and a satisfactory answer may readily be returned to those
who inquire how the inhabitants can be so "inattentive to the voice
of time and the warnings of nature,"- as to rebuild their dwellings
on. a spot so often devastated. No neighbouring site unoccupied by
a town, or which would not be equally insecure, combines the same
advantages of proximity to the capital, to the sea, and to the rich
lands on the flanks of Vesuvius. If the present population were
exiled, they would immediately be replaced by anothur, for the same
reason that the Maremma of Tuscany and the Campagna di Ronia
will never he depopulated, although the malaria fever commits more
havoc in a few years than the Vesu.vjtn lavas in as many centuries.
The district around Naples supplies one amongst innumerable ex
amples, that those regions where the surface is most frequentlyrenewed, and where the renovation is accompanied, at different inter
vals of time, by partial destruction of animal and vegetable life, may
nevertheless be amongst the most habitable and delightful on our
globe.

I have already made a similar remark when speaking of tracts
where aqueous causes are now most active; and the observation
applies as well to parts of the surface which are the abode of aquatic

* Sir H. Davy, Consolations in Travel, p. 66.
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