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convex mass is composed are light and porous. The sound called
“rimbombo” by the Italians is very commonly returned by made
ground when struck sharply ; and has been observed not only on the
sides of Vesuvius and other volcanic cones where there is a cavity
below, but in such regions as the Campagna di Roma, composed in a
great measure of tuff and porous volcanic rocks. The reverberation,
however, may perhaps be assisted by grottos and caverns, for these
may be as numerous in the lavas of Jorullo as in many of those of
Etna ; but their existence would lend no countenance to the hypo-
thesis of a great arched cavity, four square miles in extent, and in
the centre 550 feet high.*

No recent eruptions of Jorullo.—1In a former edition I stated that
I had been informed by Captain Vetch, that in 1819 a tower at Gua-
dalaxara was thrown down by an earthquake, and that ashes, supposed
to have come from Jorullo, fell at the same time at Guanaxuato, a
town situated 140 English miles from the volcano. But Mr. Burk-
hardt, a German director of mines, who examined Jorullo in 1827,
ascertained that there had been no eruption there since Humboldt’s
visit in 1803. He went to the bottom of the crater, and observed a
slight evolution of sulphurous acid vapours, but the “ hornitos” had
entirely ceased to send forth steam. During the twenty-four years
intervening between his visit and that of Humboldt, vegetation had.
made great progress on the flanks of the new hills, the rich soil of the
surrounding country was once more covered with luxuriant crops of
sugar-cane and indigo, and there was an abundant growth of natural
underwood on all the uncultivated tracts.}

Galongoon, Java, 1822.—The mountain of Galongoon (or Galung
Gung) was in 1822 covered by a dense forest, and situated in a fruitful
and thickly-peopled part of Java. There was a circular hollow at its-
summit, but no tradition existed of any former eruption. In July,
1822, the waters of the river Kunir, one of those which flowed from
its flanks, became for a time hot and turbid. On the 8th of October-
following a loud explosion was heard, the earth shook, and immense
columns of hot water and boiling mud, mixed with burning brim-
stone, ashes, and lapilli, of the size of nuts, were projected from the
mountain like a water-spout, with such prodigious violence that large
quantities fell beyond the river Tandoi, which is forty miles distant.
Every valley within the range of this eruption became filled with a
burning torrent, and the rivers, swollen with hot water and mud,
overflowed their banks, and carried away great numbers of the people,
who were endeavouring to escape, and the bodies of cattle, wild
beasts, and birds. A space of twenty-four miles between the moun-
tain and the river Tandoi was covered to such a depth with bluish
mud that people were buried in thé&ir houses, and not a trace of the
numerous villages and plantations throughout that extent was visible.
Within this space the bodies of those who perished were buried in
mud and concealed, but near the limits of the volcanic action they

* See Scrope on Volcanos, p. 267.
1 Leonhard and Bronn’s Neues Jahrbuch, 1835, p. 36.
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