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But, besides the plants used in agriculture, the number which have

been naturalized by accident, or which man has spread unintentionally,
is considerable. One of our old authors, Josselyn, gives a catalogue
of such plants as had, in his time, sprung up in the colony since the

English planted and kept cattle in New England. They were two

and-twenty in number. The common nettle was the first which the

settlers noticed; and the plantain was called by the Indians "English-
man's foot," as if it sprung from their footsteps.*

We have introduced every where," observes De Candolle, "some

weeds winch grow among our various kinds of wheat, and which have

been received, perhaps, originally from Asia along with them. Thus,

together with the Barbary wheat, the inhabitants of the south of

Europe have sown, for many ages, the plants of Algiers and Tunis.

With the wools and cottons of the East, or of Barbury, there are often

brought into France the grains of exotic plants, some of which

naturalize themselves. Of this I will cite a striking example. There

is, at the gate of Montpellier, a meadow set apart for drying foreign
wool, after it has been washed. There hardly passes a year without

foreign plants being found naturalized in this drying-ground. I have

gathered there C'en.taurea parviflorci, Psoralea pah-cstzna, and ilqpe
ricuni crspum." This fact is not only illustrative of the aid which
man lends inadvertently to the propagation of plants, but it also
demonstrates the multiplicity of seeds which are borne about in the

woolly and hairy coats of wild animals.
The same botanist mentions instances of plants naturalized in sea

ports by the ballast of ships; and several examples of others which
have spread through Europe from botanical gardens, so as to have
become more common than many indigenous species.

It is scarcely a century, says Linnaus, since the Canadian erigeron,
or flea-bane, was brought from America to the botanical garden at
Paris; and already the seeds have been carried by the winds so that
it is diffused over France, the British islands, Italy, Sicily, Holland,
and Germany. Several others are mentioned by the Swedish
naturalist, as having been dispersed by similar means. The common
thorn-apple (Datll,.a Straniontum), observes Willdenow, now grows
as a noxious weed throughout all Europe, with the exception of

A
Sweden, Lapland, and Russia. It came from the East Indies and
byssinia to us, and was thus universally spread by certain quacks,

who used its seeds as an emetic. The same plant is now abundant
throughout the greater part of the United States, along road-sides and01

fabout
farm-yards. The yellow nionkey-flower, 31-intubei's littens, a plant

rom the north-west region of America, has now established itself in
various parts of England, and is spreading rapidly.In hot and ill-cultivated countries, such naturalizations take place
more easily. Thus the 'I1enopodüt,n a,nbrosioides, sown by Mr.
Burchell on a point of St. Helena) multiplied so fast in four years as

*
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