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606 PLANTS DIFFUSED BY MAN.  [Cm XXXvIII,

structing the fusion into one group of the inhabitants of contiguous
provinces. . p ..

Thus, for example, when two botanical reglons exist in th_e same
great continent, such as the European region, comprehf?ndmg the
central parts of Europe and those surrounding the Mediterranean,
and the Oriental region, as it has been ter{ned, eln'bracing the
countries adjoining the Black Sea and the Caspian, the interposition
between these of thousands of square miles of cultivated lands,
opposes a new and powerful barrier against the mutual interchange
of indigenous plants. Botanists are well aware that garden plants
naturalize and diffuse themselves with great facility in comparatively
unreclaimed countries, but spread themselves slowly and with dif-
ficulty in districts highly cultivated. There are many obvious causes
for this difference : by drainage and culture the natural variety of
stations is diminished, and those stray individuals by which the
passage of a species from one fit station to another is effected, are no
sooner detected by the agriculturist, than they are uprooted as weeds.
The larger shrubs and trees, in particular, can scarcely ever escape
observation, when they have attained a certain size, and will rarely
fail to be cut down if unprofitable.

The same observations are applicable to the interchange of the
insects, birds, and quadrupeds of two regions situated like those
above alluded to. No beasts of prey are permitted to make their
way across the intervening arable tracts. Many birds, and hundreds

of insects, which would have found some palatable food amongst the
various herbs and trees of the primeval wilderness, are unable to
subsist on the olive, the vine, the wheat, and a few trees and grasses
favoured by man. In addition, therefore, to his direct intervention,
man, in this case, operates indirectly to impede the dissemination of
plants, by intercepting the migration of animals, many of which
WOlllfl otherwise have been active in transporting seeds from one
province to another.

Whether, in the vegefable kingdom, the influence of man will
tend, after a considerable lapse of ages, to render the geographical
range of species in general more extended, as De Candolle seems to
anticipate, or whether the compensating agency above alluded to
will not counterbalance the exceptions caused by our naturalizations,
admits at least of some doubt. In the attempt to form an estimate
on this subject, we must be careful not to underrate, or almost

overlook, as some appear to have done, the influence of man in check-

Ing the dl:tﬁ{sicn of plants, and restricting their distribution to
narrower limits.
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