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them when it is not intensely heated, in which case they sometimes
suffer little or no injury.

Thus when the Etnean lava-current of 1669 covered fourteen
towns and villages, and part of the city of Catania, it did not melt
down a great number of statues and other articles in the vaults of
Catania; and at the depth of thirty-five feet in the same current, on
the site of Mompiliere, one of the buried towns, the bell of a church
and some statues were found uninjured (p. 385.).

There are several buried cities in Central India, which might
probably yield a richer harvest to the antiquary than Pompeii and
Herculaneum. The city of Oujein (or Oojain) was, about fifty years
before the Christian era, the seat of empire, of art, and of learning ; but
in the time of the Rajah Vieramaditya, it was overwhelmed, together,
as tradition reports, with more than eighty other large towns in the
provinces of Malwa and Bagur, “by a shower of earth.” The city
which now bears the name is situated a mile to the southward of the
ancient town. On digging on the spot where the latter is supposed
to have stood, to the depth of fifteen or eighteen feet, there are fre-
quently discovered, says Mr. Hunter, entire brick walls, pillars of
stone, and pieces of wood of an extraordinary hardness, besides
utensils of various kinds, and ancient coins. DMany coins are also
found in the channels cut by the periodical rains, or in the beds of
torrents into which they have been washed. “ During our stay at
Oujein, a large quantity of wheat was found by a man digging for
bricks. It was, as might have been expected, almost entirely con-
sumed, and in a state resembling charcoal. In a ravine cut by the
rains, from which several stone pillars had been dug, I saw a space
from twelve to fifteen feet long, and seven or eight high, composed
of earthen vessels, broken and closely compacted together. It was
conjectured, with great appearance of probability, to have been a
potter’s kiln. Between this place and the new town is a hollow, in
which, tradition says, the river Sipparah formerly ran. It changed

its course at the time the city was buried, and now runs to the
westward.” *

The soil which covers Oujein is described as “being of an ash-
grey colour, with minute specks of black sand.”' §

That the *shower of earth,” which is reported to have «fallen
from heaven,” was produced by a volcanic eruption, seems very
probable, although no information has been obtained respecting the
site of the vent; and the nearest volcano of which we read is that
which was in eruption during the Cutch earthquake in 1819, at the
distance of about thirty miles from Bhooj, the capital of Cutch, and
at least 300 geographical miles from Oujein. _

Captain F. Dangerfield, who accompanied Sir John Malcolm in
his late expedition into Central India, states that the river Nerbuddah,
in Malwa, has its channel excavated through columnar basalt,
above which are beds of marl impregnated with salt. The upper of

* Narrative of Journey from Agra to 1 Asiatic Journal, vol. ix. p. 35.
0“.]9111, Asiatic Researches, vol. vi. p. 36.
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