
CH. XLIX.] IN StJBAQTJEOUS STRATA. 735

mile nearer that point.* The cause is obvious; the tidal current

deposits the sediment with which it is charged around any object
which checks its velocity. Matter also drifted along the bottom is
arrested by any obstacle, and accumulates round it, just as the
African sand-winds, before described, raise a small hillock over the
carcass 'of every dead camel exposed on the surface of the desert.
I before alluded to an ancient Dutch vessel, discovered in the

deserted channel of the river Rother, in Sussex, of which the oak
wood was much blackened, but its texture unchanged (See above,

p. 304.). The interior was filled with fluviatile silt, as was also the case
in regard to a vessel discovered in a former bed of the Mersey, and
another disinterred where the St. Katherine Docks are excavated in
the alluvial plain of the Thames. In like manner many, ships have
been found preserved entire in modern strata, formed by the silting
up of estuaries along the southern shores of he Baltic, especially in
Pomerania. Between Bromberg and Nakel, for example, a vessel
and two anchors in a very perfect state were dug up far from the

sea.t
Several vessels have been lately detected half buried in the delta

of the Indus, in the numerous deserted branches of that river, far
from where the stream now flows. One of these found near Vikkar
in Sinde, was 400 tons in burthen, old fashioned, and pierced for

fourteen guns, and in a region where it had been matter of dispute
whether the Indus had ever been navigable by large vessels4
At the mouth of a river in Nova Scotia, a schooner of thirty-two

tons, laden with live stock, was lying with her side to the tide, when

the bore, or tidal wave, which rises there about ten feet in perpen
dicular height, rushed into the estuary, and overturned the vessel, so

that it instantly disappeared. After the tide had ebbed, the schooner

was so totally, buried in the sand, that the taifrel or upper rail over

the stern was alone visible. We are informed by Leigh that, on

draining Martin Meer, a lake eighteen 'miles in circumference, in

Lancashire, a bed of marl was laid dry, wherein no fewer than eight
canoes were found imbedded. In figure and dimensions they were

not unlike those now used in America. In a morass about nine

miles distant from this Meer a whetstone and an axe of mixed metal

were dug up. In Ayrshire, also, three canoes were found in Loch

Doon some few years ago; and during the year 1831 four others,

each hewn out of separate oak trees. They were twenty-three feet

in length, two and a half in depth, and nearly four feet in breadth at

the stern. In the mud which filled one of them was found a war

club of oak and a stone battle-axe. A canoe of oak was also found

in 1820, in peat overlying the shell-marl of the Loch of Kiunordy in

Forfarshjre.{

* This account I received from the § Silliman's Geol. Lectures, p. 78.,
Honourable and Rev. Chas. Harris. who cites Penn.
t VOfl iotI vol. i. p. 368. II Leigh's Lancashire, p. 17. A.D. 1700.

f Lieat. Carless, Geograph. Journ., & GcoL Trans., second series, vol. ii.
vol. vth. p. 338. p. 87.
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