http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm

FOSSIL REMAINS AND THE DELUGE. 113

formal argument to sustain it. But there are many intelligent
men, who do not see clearly why the remains of marine animals
and plants may not be referred to the deluge. And if they
could be, then all the demands of the geologist for long periods
anterior to man are without foundation. But they cannot be,
for the following reasons :

First. On this supposition the organic remains ought to be
confusedly mingled together, since they must have been brought
over the land promiscuously by the waters of the deluge; but
they are in fact arranged in as much order as the specimens
of a well-regulated cabinet. The different rocks that lie above
one another do, indeed, contain some species that are common;
but the most are peculiar. It is impossible to explain such a
fact if they were deposited by the deluge.

Secondly. On this theory, at least, a part of the organic
remains ought to correspond with living animals and plaunts,
since the deluge took place so long after the six days of crea
tion. But with the exception of a few species near the top
of the series, the fossil species are wholly unlike those now
alive.

Thirdly. How, by this theory, can we explain the fact,
that there are found in the rocks at least five distinct races of
animals and plants, so unlike that they could not have been
contemporaries ? or for the fact, that most of them are of a
highly tropical character? or for the fact, that as we rise
higher in the rocks, there is a nearer and nearer approach to
existing species ?

Fourthly. This theory requires us to admit, that in three
hundred and eighty days the waters of the deluge deposited
rocks at least six miles in thickness, over half or two thirds of
our existing continents; and these rocks made up of hundreds
of thick beds, exceedingly unlike one another in composition
and organic contents. Will any reasonable man believe this
possible without a miracle ?

But I need not multiply arguments on this point. Itisa
theory which no reasonable man can long maintain after study-
ing the subject. And if it be indeed true, that neither in the
drift, nor in the fossiliferous rocks, can we discover any traces
of the deluge, then we shall find them no where on the globe.
But

Thirdly. There are mo facts in geology that afford any pre-




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm


