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atheism. But the geological Theist takes as at once into a

field where work has been done, which neither eternal law,

nor eternal matter, but an infinite personal Deity only, could

accomplish.
In conclusion, I would merely refer to the interesting fact,

that geology should prove almost the only science that presents
us with exigences demanding the interposition of creating

power. And yet, up to the present time, geology has been

looked upon by many Christian writers with jealous eye,
because it was supposed to teach the world's eternity, and so

to account for natural changes by catastrophes and the gradual

operation of existing agencies, as to render a Deity unnecessary,
either for the creation or regulation of the world. One of

these writers has even most uncharitably and unreasonably
said, that "the mineral geology, considered as a science, can

do as well without God (though in a question concerning the

origin of the earth) as Lucretius did." Granville Penn, Com

parative Estimate, etc. How much ground there is for such

an allegation, let the developments made in this lecture answer.

Surely, in this case, geology has followed the directions of the

Oriental poet:

"Learn from yon Orient shell to love thy foe,
And strew with pearls the hand that brings thee woe;
Free, like yon rock, from base, vindictive pride,
Emblaze with gems the wrist that rends thy side.
Mark where yon tree rewards the stony shower
With fruit nectareous or the balmy flower.
All nature calls aloud,-' Shall man do less
Than heal the smiter, and the railer bless?'"

Misunderstood or misinterpreted though this science has

been, she now offers her aid to fortify some of the weakest out

posts of religion. And thus shall it ever be with all true science.

Twin sister of natural and. revealed religion, and of heavenly
birth, she will never belie her celestial origin, nor cease to

sympathize with all that emanates from the same pure home.

Human ignorance and prejudice may for a time seem to have

divorced what God has joined together. But human ignorance
and prejudice shall at length pass away, and then science and

religion shall be seen blending their parti-coloured rays into

one beautiful bow of light, linking heaven to earth and earth

to heaven.
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