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known animals, and always with such complete success, that

I now entertain no doubts with regard to the results which it

affords."

The remarkable correlation between the parts of existing
animals having been thus proved by the most rigid and satis

factory tests, we shall inquire with interest for the result, when

Cuvier applied the same principles to the fossil animals. If

the laws of anatomical structure were the same when these

extinct races lived as they now are, these principles will apply

equally well to the bones found in the rocks; and though often

only scattered fragments are brought to light, the anatomist

will be able to reconstruct the whole animal, and present him

to our view. Cuvier was the first who solved this problem.
The quarries around Paris had furnished a vast number of

bones of strange animals, and these were thrown promiscuously
into the collections of that city. Well prepared by previous

study, this distinguished anatomist went among them with the

inquiry,
" Can these bones live?

" The spirit of scientific pro

phecy was upon him, arid, as he uttered his inspirations, "there

was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together,
bone to his bone. And the sinews and the flesh came upon
them, and the skin covered them." "I found myself," says
he, "as if placed in a charnel-house, surrounded by mutilated

fragments of many hundred skeletons of more than twenty
kinds of animals, piled confusedly around me. The task as

signed me was to restore them all to their original position.
At the voice of comparative anatomy, every bone and fragment
of a bone resumed its place. I cannot find words to express
the pleasure I experienced in seeing, as I discovered one char

acter, how all the consequences which I predicted from it

were successively confirmed, the feet were found in accordance
with the characters announced by the teeth; the teeth in bar

mody with those indicated beforehand by the feet; the bones
of the leg and thighs, and every connecting portion of the

extremities, were found set together precisely as I had ar

ranged them, before my conjectures were verified by the

discovery of the parts entire; in short, each species was, as
it were, reconstructed from a single one of its component ele

ments."

It is hardly necessary to say that, since this first successful

experiment, the same principles have been more thoroughly
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