
GIGANTIC ANIMALS. 229

The plesiosaurus had the general structure of the ichthyo_
saurus; but its neck was nearly as long as its whole body;
longer, in proportion to its size, than even that of the swan.

The iguanodon was an herbivorous terrestrial reptile that

formerly inhabited England. It approaches nearest in struc

ture to the iguana, a reptile four or five feet long, inhabiting
the marine parts of this continent. Yet the iguanodon was

thirty feet long, with a thigh six feet, and a body fourteen feet

in circumference. What an alarm would it now produce, to

have such a monster start into life in the forests of England,
where no analogous animal could be found more than half a

foot in length! Surely this must have been one of the fabu

lous monsters of antiquity.
Still more heteroclitic and unlike existing nature was the

pterodactyle, a small lizard, contemporary with the ichthyo
saurus and plesiosaurus. At one time anatomists regarded it

as a bird, at another as a bat, and finally as a reptile, having
the head and neck of a bird, the body and tail of a quadruped,
the wings of a bat, and the teeth of a saurian reptile. With

its wings it could fly or swim; it could walk on two feet or four;

with its claws it could climb or creep. "Thus," says Dr.

Buckland, "like Milton's fiend, all qualified for all services,

and all elements, pterodactyle was a fit companion for the kin

dred reptiles that swarmed in the seas, or crawled on the shores

of a turbulent planet."




"The fiend,
O'er bog, or steep, through straight, rough, dense, or rare,
With head, hands, wings, or feet pursues his way,
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies."

Now, when the details of such facts are brought before us,

it is very natural to feel that it is the history of monsters,

and that the Centaurs, the Gorgons, and Chimeras of the

ancients, are no more unlike existing animals than these resur

rections from the rocks. But further examination rectifies our

mistake, and we recognize them as parts of one great system.
All the peculiarities of size, and structure, and form, which
we meet, we find to be only wise and benevolent adaptations
to the different circumstances in which animals have been

placed. The gigantic size of many of them, compared with

existing races may be explained by the tropical, or even ultra

tropical character of the climate; and not a single anomaly of
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