http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm

EVIDENCE FROM GEOLOGY. 275

he who supposes them possessed of inherent powers. When
that constancy is interrupted in any way, we call it a miracle.
Hence it appears that our views of the nature of a miracle are
the same as his, namely, an event which takes place out of the
ordinary course of nature; and, therefore, our system is no
more liable to the objection that all events are made miracles
than his system,

The way is now prepared for enquiring what geology teaches
respecting the ordinary and extraordinary providence of God
over this world.

The evidences of ordinary providence, which are common to
geology and other sources of proof, I shall pass by; both be-
cause they are familiar to all, and because I have, in a former
lecture, shown the existence and operation of the present laws
of nature in all past ages. But there is one feature of the
past condition of the world taught by geology to which I would
call your attention, as exhibiting a more impressive view of the
wisdom and skill of ordinary providence than almost any other
department of nature presents, When the heavenly bodies
are once put under the control of the two great forces that
guide them, namely, the centrifugal and centripetal, we see
no reason why they may not move on for ever in their ac-
customed paths. But the two great agents of geological
change, fire and water, have an aspect of great irregularity
and violence, and are, apparently, less under the control of
mathematical laws. In the mighty intensity of their action
in early times, we can hardly see how there could have been
much of security or permanence in the state of the globe, with<
out the constant restraining energy of Jehovah. We feel as
if the earth’s crust must have been constantly liable to be torn
in pieces by volcanic fires, or drenched by sweeping deluges.
And yet the various economies of life on the globe, that have
preceded the present, have all been seasons of profound repose
and uniformity. The truth is, these mighty agencies have been
just as much under the divine control as those which regulate
the heavenly bodies; and I doubt not but the laws that regu-
late their action are as fixed and mathematical as those which
guide the sun, moon, and planets. Still, it must have re-
quired infinite wisdom and power so to arrange the agencies of
nature that the desolating action of fire and water should take
Place only at those epochs when every thing was in readiness
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