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àuce the same series of natural numbers. Some minds, perhaps,
are so constituted that, after passing the first hundred terms,

they will be satisfied that they are acquainted with the law.

After seeing five hundred terms, few will doubt; and after the

fifty thousandth term, the propeusity to believe the succeeding
term will be fifty thousand and one, will-be almost. irresistible.

That term will be-fifty thousand and one.; the same regular
succession will continue; the five millionth and the fifty millionth

term will appear in their expected order, and one unbroken

chain of numbers will pass before you, from one up to one

hundred millions. True to the vast induction which has thus

been made, the next succeeding term will be one hundred

millions and one; but after that, the next number presented
by the rim of the wheel, instead of being one hundred millions

and two, is one hundred millions ten thousand and two.
11 The law which seemed to govern this series fails at the

one hundred million, and second term. That term is larger
than we expected by ten thousand. The next term is larger
than was anticipated by thirty thusaud. If we still continue

to observe the numbers presented by the wheel, we shall find
that for a hundred, or even for a th&usand terms, they continue

to follow the new law relating to the triangular numbers; but
after watching them for twenty-seven hundred and sixty-one
terms, we find that this law fails in the case of the twenty-seven
hundred and sixty-second term. If we continue to observe,
another law then conies into action. This will continue through
fourteen hundred and thirty terms, when a new law is again
introduced, which extends over about nine hundred and fifty
terms; and this, too, like all its predecessors, fails, and gives

place to other laws, which appear at different intervals. It is
also possible so to arrange the engine, that at any periods,
however remote, the first law shall be interrupted for one or
more times, and be superseded by any other laws, after which
the original law shall be again produced, and no other devia.
tion shall ever take place.
"Now, it must be remarked that the law that each number

presented by the engine is greater by unity than the preceding
number, which law the observer had deduced from an induction
of a hundred million of instances, was not ihe true law that

regulated its action; and that the occurrence of the number one

hundred million ten thousand and two at the one hundred
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