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ODYLIC REACTION, 341

If there be no absurdity in supposing that even the mechan-
ical influence of our actions may be felt thoughout the uni-
verse, still less is it absurd to infer the same results from
electric agencies.

It would seem, from recent discoveries, that electricity has
a more intimate connection with mental operations than any
other physical force. If not identical with the nervous influ-
ence, it seems to be employed by the mind to accompany that
influence to every part of the system; and the greater the
mental excitement, tho more energetic the electric movement.
It seems to us a marvellous discovery, which enables man to
convey and register his thoughts at the distance of thousands
of miles by the electric wires, Should it excite any higher
wonder to be told, that, by means of this same power, all our
thoughts are transmitted to every part of the universe, and can
be read there by the acuter perceptions of other beings as
easily as we can read the types or hieroglyphics of the electric
telegraph? Yet what a startling thought is it, that the most
secret workings of our minds and hearts are momentarily
spread out in legible characters over the whole material
universe! nay, that they are so woven into the texture of the
universe, that they will constitute a part of its web and woof
for ever! To believe and realize this is difficult; to deny it
is to go in the face of physical science. How many taings
we do believe that are sustained by evidence far less sub-
stantial!

My fourth argument in support of the general principle s
based upon odylic reaction.

And what is odylic reaction? What is odyle? you will
doubtless inquire. It is, indeed, a branch of science emphati-
cally new. I know of no account of it, save what appears in
a late work, of nearly five hundred pages, by Baron Reichen-
bach, of Vienna, entitled ¢ Researches on Magnetism, Elec-
tricity, Heat, Light, Chrystallization, and Chemical Attraction,
in their Relations to the Vital Force,’ translated by William
Gregory, professor of chemistry in the University of Edinburgh,
This writer endeavours to show, by a great number of experi-
ments, that there exists in all bodies, and throughout the uni-
verse, a peculiar principle, analogous to magnetism, electricity,
light, and heat, yet distinct from them all, to which he gives
the name of odyle. It is most manifest in powerful magnets;
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