http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1851-Hitchcock-RelGeol/README.htm

GEOLUGICAL REACTION, 351

prove the action of mind upon mind, independently of bodily
organization, without rejecting evidence which would prove any
thing else

Now if we admit that mind does operate upon other minds
while we are in the body, independent of the body, can we
tell how far the influence extends? If electricity, or some
other subtile agent, be essential to this action, it would indeed
transfer this example to electric reaction, but it would still be
real. Yet in the absence of all certain proof of the electric
power in this case, and with certain proof of the existence of
such an influence, we may place it among those marvellous
means by which man makes an impression, wide beyond our
present knowledge, upon the universe, material and mental;
and it ought to make us feel that our lightest thoughts and
feeblest volitions may reach the outer limit of intellectual life,
and its consequences meet us in distant worlds, and far down
the tract of eternity.

Finally. I derive an argument in support of the general
principle jfrom geological reaction,

By this expression, I mean those reactions of whose exis-
tence geology furnishes the proof. They are, in fact, the
reactions already considered; but geology proves that they
have actually operated in past time in many instances, by
evidence registered on the rocks, and thus tends to confirm
our reasoning derived from other sources. I do not mean
that the proof is before us of precisely such an action as our
reasoning has supposed, but so analogous to that supposed as
to lend it confirmation. A few examples will illustrate the
argument,

The effects of mechanical reaction are, perhaps, most {fre-
quent and striking in the rocks, especially those deposited
from water. Here we have, for instance, the ripple marks,
which present us with a faithful register of the slightest move-
ment of the waters, and also of the motions of the atmosphere,
or of the currents in it, that agitated the waters. In the
almost impalpable powder that sometimes constitutes the rocks,
we can trace the slightest erosion and comminution of the
strata from which the deposit was worn. In the petrified rain
drops we find an indelible trace of the most gentle shower.
And, here, too, we can see the direction of the wind. Such
facts, also imply the operation of electricity and gravity, of heat
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