
THE SUICB. 355

the promotion of good objects were fully known from their

inception, the wicked could generally defeat them. But in a

world of perfect holiness no such necessy would exist, since

the universal desire would be to promote every worthy object;
and, therefore, it may be that every soul will lie perfectly

open to the inspection of all other souls; an arrangement that

seems appropriate to such a world.

In what an aspect does this principle present the conduct

of the suicide! Tired of earthly scenes, he rushes unbidden

into eternity to escape them. But instead of escaping them,

he goes where every one of these mortal evils, yea, and

multiplied, too, a thousand fold, shall start up in his path
with a distinctness of which he had no conception. And

henceforth he can never find, as in this world, even a partial
deliverance from their terrible vividness. It is as if to avoid the

moonlight, because too bright, a man should plunge into the sun.

Again, if this principle be true, how annoying will it be, to

the man who has not acted well his part in this world, to meet

in eternity the ever recurring mementoes of his evil deeds!

He will hardly be able to open his eyes without seeing some

plague spot on creation as the result of his conduct; and

although infinite wisdom and power have stayed the plague,
no thanks are due to him. The tendencies of his conduct on

earth will be most distressing to look upon; and these shall not

cease to lie open before him till the last sand in the glass of

eternity is run out.

But on the other hand, how does this principle strew the

path of eternity with flowers to that man who, in this world,

finds his highest pleasure in doing good! Not merely his

highest and noblest deeds of benevolence here shall loom up
in bright perspective there, but a thousand acts of private
beneficence, unknown to the world and forgotten by himself,

shall stand out distinctly on the moving panorama of that bet

ter world; and he will be amazed to see what a wide and

blessed influence they have exerted, and will exert, as the

catalytic influence moves on and widens in its endless march.

It might have ruined him to see these fruits in this world, by

exciting pride and vain glory; but it will awaken there only

gratitude and love to the grace that enabled him thus, in time,

to sow the seeds which should fill eternity with flowers, and

fragrance, and golden fruit.
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