
78· DERIV .A.TION OF THE NAME. 

the Caribs were· mentioned in many geographical works as­
an extinct race. Writers unacquainted with the interior of 
the Spanish colomes of the continent, suppose~, that the 
sma.U islands of Dominica, Guadaloupe, and St. V 1ncent, had 
been the principal abodes ot that nation of which the oply 
vestiges :now ren1aining throughout the. whole of the eastern 
West India Islands are skeletons petrified, or rather enve-
loped in a limestone ?ontain_ing madre pores.* . . 

The name of Caribs, wh1ch I find for the first time m· 
a letter of Peter Martyr d' Anghiera is derived from Oa.lina 
and OaiJ'··ipuna, the l andp b.eing transferred into rand b. It. 
is v~ry remarkable1 that this nam~, which Colu1nbus ~ea.rd 
pronounced by the people of Hayti, was known to exist at 
the san1e tin1e an1ong the Caribs of the islands and those of 
the continent. Fron1 the word Carina, or Oalina, has been 
formed Galibi (Caribi). This is the distinctive denomination 
of a tribe in French Guiana, t who are of n1uch more dimi­
nutive stature than the inhabitants of Cari, but speaking on~ 
of the nutuerous dialects of the Carib tongue. The inhabi­
tants of the islands are called Oalinago in the language of the 
men ; and in that of the women, Oal'lipinan. The difference 
in the language of the two sexes is more striking among the 
people of the Carib race,. than among other American 
nations (the· O.ma.guas, the Guaran~s, and the Chiquitos), 
where it applies only to a limited number of ideas· for 
instance, the words mother and child. It may be conc~ived 
that women, from thetr separate way of life, £rame particular 
terms, which men do no.t adopt. Cicero observes t that old 
fo~ms of language are best preserved by women, because by 

* The~e skeletons .were discovered in 1805 by l\1. Cortez. They are 
~~case? m a form,~tion of ~adre~ore breccia, which the negroes call 

.Gods masonry, and wluc~, hke the travet·tin of Italy, envelops 
fragments of vases and other obJects created by human skill. l\11. Dauxion 
Lavaysse and Dr. Krenig first made known in Europe this phenomenon 
which has greatly interested geologists. ' 

t Th~ ~alibis (Calibitis), the Palicours, and the Acoquouas, also cut 
the~r ha1~ 1n the style of the monks; a~d apply bandages to the legs of 
therr chil~ren,. for the purpose of swellmg the muscles. They have the 
same pred1lect10n for green stones (saussurite) which we observnd a 
h C 'b · f h 0 · ' " mong t e an natwns o t e rmoco. There exist besides in French G ·. 

I d. 'b h' h d' . ' ' mana, twe.nty n 1an tr1 es, w 1c are 1stmguished from the Galibis, thou h 
the;r l~uguage proves tl~at they have a .~ommon origin. g 

+ C1cero, de Orat., hb. III. cap. xu. § 45, ed. Verburg. "Facilius 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1852-Humboldt-Travels/README.htm


