
88 SUMMARY PUNISHMENTS. 

Little annexed forms (suffixes) mark the gradations of senti­
ment; and here, as in every language formed by·.a fr~e d~ve­
lopment, clearness is the result of tha~ regulatu~g Instinct 
which characterises hutnan intelligence In the various stages 
of barbarism and cultivation. On holidays, after the cele­
bration of mass all the inhabitants of the village assen1ble in 
front of the ch~rch. The young girls place at ~he feet of th~ 
missionary faggots of wood, bunches of plantains, and other 
provision of which he stands in need for ~is household. At 
the same time the governador, the alguazll, and other Inuni­
cipal officers, aU of who1n are Indians, exhort the natives. to 
labour, proclaim the occupations of the ensuing week, repri­
mand the idle, and flog the untractable. Strokes of the cane 
are received with the same insensibility as that ·with ·which 
they are given. It were better if the priest did not impose · 
these corporal punishments at the instant of quitting the altar, 
a.nd if he \Tere not, in his sacerdotal habits, the spectator of 
this chastisement of men and "rom en ; but this abuse is inhe­
rent in the principle on 'vhich the strange government of the 
missions is founded. . The most arbitrary civil poV\rer is 
co1nbined with the authority exercised by the priest over the 
little comn1unity; and, although the. Caribs are not cannibals, 
and we \Tould "rish to see then1 treated ·with 1nildness and 
indulgence, it may be conceived that energetic measures are 
so~eti1nes necessary to maintain tranquillity in this rising 
SOCiety. 

The difficulty of fixing the Caribs to the soil is the greater, 
as they ha' e been for ages in1 the habit of tradin()' on the 
rivers. \V e have already described this active p~ople, at 
once com~ercial and w~rlike, occupied in the traffic of slaves, 
and carry1ng merchandize from the coasts of Dutch Guiana 
to the ~asin of th~ Am~zon. T?e travelling Caribs were the 
!3okbar1an~ of equn1oc~Ia~ An1er1ca. The necessity of count­
mg the obJects of the1r httle t:ade, and transmitting intelli­
gence, led them to exte?d and 1~pr?ve the use of the quipos, 
or, as they are called 1n the missions the co,rdoncillos con 
'ltudos ( cor~s with kn~ts). · ~hese quipos or knotted cords 
are found In Canada, 111 Mex1co (where Boturini procured 
~ome from th~ Tl.ascalt.ecs), in P~ru, i~ the plains of Guiana, 
lU central Asia; m Chma, ~nd .1n Incl1a. As .rosa1ies, they 
haye becon1e obJects of 4evotion m the hands of the Christi~ns 
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