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strikes against the face of ihe traveller, as it does against the 
ball of the thermometer. I never observed the mercury rise 
in An1erica, atnid a wind of sand, above 4?·8° cent_. Captai_n 
Lyon, with \vhon1 I had the pleasure of c~nv~rs1ng on . h1s 
return from Mourzouk, appeared to me also mclined to tlun~r, 
that the temperature of fifty-two degrees, so. often felt 1n 
Fezzan, is produced in great part by the gra1ns of q:uartz 
suspended in the atmosphere. Betw~en Pao and t~e v1l~age 
of Santa Cruz de Cachipo, founded In .17 49, and Inh~b1tecl 
bv fiye hundred Caribs, \ve passed the ·western elongation of 
the little table-land, known by the name of Mesa de Amana. 
This table-land forms a point of partition between the Ori
noco, the Guarapiche, and the coast of N e'v Andalusia. 
Its height is so incons~derable, th~t it woul~ sc~rcel~ be a?
obstacle to the establish1nent of Inland navigation In th1s 
part of the Llanos. The Rio :iVIano however, \vhich flows 
into the Orinoco above the confluence of the Carony, and 
which D' An ville (I know not on what authority) has Jnarked 
in the first e~ition of his great n1ap as issuing from the lake 
of Valencia, and receiving the waters of the Guayra, could 
never have served as a natural canal between two basins of 
rivers. No bifurcation of this kind exists in the Llano. 
A great number of Carib Indians, who now inhabit the 
missions of Piritu, were formerly on the north and east of 
the table-land of Amana, between Maturin, the 1nouth of 
the Rio Arco, and the Guarapiche. The incursions of Don 
Joseph ~areno, ·one of the most enterprising governors of 
~he prov1nce of <?umana, occasioned a general migration of 
mdependent Caribs toward the banks of the Lower Ori
noco in 1720 . 
. The ·w~ole of this vast plain consists of secondary forma

ti?J?-S, ·which ~o the southward rest in1mediately on the gra
nitic mountams of the Orinoco. On the north-west they 
are separated by a narrow band of transition-rocks fro1n the 
primitive mountains of the shore of Caracas. This abun
dance of secondary rocks, coverinO' without interruption 
a space of more than seven thousa~d square leaO'ues * is a · 
phenomenon the more remarkable in that reg~n ~f the 

* Reckoning only that part of the Llanos which is bounded by the Rio 
Apure on the south, and by the Sierra Nevada de Merida and the Parimo 
de las Rosas on the west. 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1852-Humboldt-Travels/README.htm


