
ATTACHMENT TO THE LLANOS. 

beings even· to its utmost dept~1s, changin~ perpetually in 
colour and aspect, moveable at Its. surf~ce .hh:e the. elen1ent 
that a<Yitates it all charm the Imagtnatton durtng long 
voyage~ by sea ; but the dusty and crevic~d L~ano, throughout 
a great part of the year~ has a depressing Influence .on the 
n1ind, by its unchanging monotony. When, after eight or 
ten dnys' journey, _tl~e traveller becomes accuston1ed t~ ~he 
1nirage and the br1lhant verdure of a few tufts of mauritia* 
scattered froin league to league, h~ feels the want of more 
, aried impressions. . He loves again to. be~old the great 
tropical trees, the 'v1ld rush of torrents, or h1lls and vaUeys 
culti' a ted by the hand of the labourer. If the dese~ts of 
Africa, and of the Llanos or savannahs of the New Contment 
filled a still greater space than they actually occupy, nature 
would be deprived vf n1any of the beautiful products peculiar 
to the torrid zone. t The heaths of the north, the steppes of 
the \olga and the Don, are scarcely poorer in species of 
plants and anin1als than are the twenty-eight thousand 
square leagues of savannahs extending in a semicircle from 
north-east to south-·west, from the mouths of the Orinoco to 
the banks of the Caqueta and the Putun1ayo, beneath the 
finest sky in the ·world, and in the land of plantains and 
bread-fruit trees, The influence of the equinoctial cli1nate, 
eYerywhere else so vivifying, is not felt in places "'·here the 
great ass~ciat~ons of gra1nina a.ln1ost exclude every other 
plant. J udg1ng from the aspect of the soil "\Ye mi o-ht 
have believed ourselves to be in the temperat~ zone ~nd 
eyen sti~ farther _ northward, but that a few scattered pahns, 
and at n1ghtfa.ll the fine constella~ions of the 13outhern sky 
(the Centaur, Canopus! and the Innuinerable nebulre with 
w·hich the Ship is resplendent), re1nincled us that "\Ye were 
only eight degrees di~tant fro1n the equator. 

A phenomenon wh1ch fixed the attention of De Luc and 
' * The fan-palm, or sago-tree of Guiana. 

t In calculating from maps on a very large scale, I found the Llanos 
of Cumana, Barcelona, and Caracas, from the delta of the Orinoco to 
the northern bank of the A pure, 7,200 square leagues ; the Llanos 
between the A pure and Putumayo, 21,000 Ieao-ues · the Pam th 
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o t e para e of uenos yr~s, 3, ,000 square leagues. The total area 
of the Llanos o. South Amer1ca, covered with o-ramina is co t' 
1Q5 200 1 t 1 o ' nsequen J.Y 

, sqv . .are eagues, wenty eagues to an equatorial degree. 
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