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I have thought it right to enter into these general
considerations on the future connection of the two continents, before tracing the political sketch of the provinces of
Venezuela. Th.e~e provinces, governed till 1.810 by a captain-general residing at Caracas, are now un1ted to the old
viceroyalty of N e\v Grenada, or Santa Fe, under the name
of the Republic of Colun1bia. I 'vill not anticipate the
description which I shall have hereafter to give of New
Grenada; but, in order to render my observations on the
statistics of Venezuela more useful to those 'vho would
judge of the political itnportance of the country, and. the
advantages it n1a.y offer to the trade of Europe, even in its
present unadvanced state of cultivation, I will describe the
United Provinces of Venezuela in their relations with Cundinamarca, or N e\v Grenada., and as forming part of the new
state of Colun1bia. ~1. Bonpland and I passed nearly three
years in the country, ''" hich now forms the territory of the
republic of Columbia; sixteen 1nonths in Venezuela, and
eighteen in New Grena.da. We crossed the territory in its
whole extent ; on one hand from the mountains of Pa.ria
as far as Emera.lda on the Upper Orinoco, and San Carlo
del Rio N egTo, situated near the frontiers of Brazil; and on
the other, fron1 Rio. Sinu and Carthagena as far as the
snowy sumtnits of Quito, the port of Guayaquil on the
coast of the ·Pacific, and the banks of the Amazon in the
province of J aen de Bracamoros. So long a stay and an
expedition of one thousand three hundred leagues in the
interior of the country, of \vbich n1ore than six. hundred and
fifty were by ·water, have furnished me with a pretty
accurate knowledge of local circumstances.
I am a·ware that travellers, who have recently visited
.A1nerica, regard its progress as far more rapid than n1y statist ical researches seem to indicate. For the year 1913 they
promise one hundred and twelve 1nillions of inhabitants in
J\Iexico, of which they believe that the population is doubled
eYery t'venty-t,vo years ; and during the same interval one
hunch·ed and forty millions in the United States. These
uun1 bers, I couf::sss, do not appear to me to be alarming
from the motiYes that may excite fear among the disciples
of ~1nlthus. It is possible, that some time or other, t:vo or
three hundred n1illions of men 1nay find subsistence n1 the

