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the op~ning of tbe old ~ channel, clos'e'S the Gulf of ~exico 
on the south-east, lea~ mg the oce!ln current, know·n ·by the· 
name oi the Gulf Stream, no other outlet on the ~outh 
than a strait between Cape St. Antonio and Cape Catoche; 
and no other on the north than the channel of Bahama.,. 
bet·ween "Bahia-Honda and the shoals of Florida. Near 
the northern outlet, where the high,-rays of so many nations 
may he said to cross each other, lies the fine port of the 
Ha\ nnnah, fortified at once by nature. and by art. 'The 
fleets which sail fl.·om this port, and ""h1ch are partly con
structed of the cedrela and the mahogany of the island of 
Cuba., might, at the entrance of the l\1exican Mediterra11ean, 
menace the opposite coast, as the fleets that sail from Cadiz 
com1nancl the Atlantic near the Pillars of Hercules. In 
the meridian of the Havannah, the Gulf of Mexico, the old 
channel, a.nd the channel of Bahan1a unite. The opposite 
direction of the currents, ·and the violent agitations of the 
atmosphere at the setting-in of winter, in1part a peculiar 
character to these latitudes, at the extreme limit of the 
equinoctial. zone. 

The island of Cuba. is the largest of the Antilles.*. Its 
long and narrow forn1 gives it n, vast development of coast, 
and places it in proxitnity ~-ith IIayti·and Jamaica, with the 
most southern province of the United States (Florida), and 
the most easterly province of the Mexican Confederation 
(Yucatan). t This circumstance claims serious attention, 
when it is considered that Jamaica, St. Domingo, Cn:ba, and 
the southern parts ef the United States (from Louisiana to 
Virgini~ )., contain. nearly two millions eight hundred thou
sand. Alncans. S1nce ;th~ separation of St. Domingo, . the 
FloT1das, and N e'v Spa1n from the mother-country the 
island of Cuba is connected only by sitnilarity of religion, 
language, and manners, ·with the neicrhbourino- ·countries 
which, .during ages, were subject to the ~arne la~. ' 

Florrda for1ns. the las~ link in that long chain, the 
notthern extre1n1ty of wh1ch reaches the basin of St. Law
rence, and extends from the region of palm-trees to that of 

·• Its ar~ is little less in extent than that of England, not including 
Wales. 

t These })laces are brought into communication one with another by a 
voyage of ten or twd\~e days. . 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1852-Humboldt-Travels/README.htm


