
162 AREA OF THE ISLAND. 

hitherto· been belie,ed; that it is -f?02
0 ]a.rger than Hayti, or 

Sun Domingo ; that its surface equal~ t hn.t <?f Portugal, and 
"·ithin one-eighth that of England '' 1thout vValcs; and that 
if the whole archiptl~go of the Antilles presents as groat an 
area as the half of Spain, the island of Cuba alo~e almost 
equals in surface the other G,reat ancl s.mall An~llles . It~ 
greatest length, from Cape San A.nton1o to Pon1t l\1aysi 
(in a direction fi·om W.S.W. ~o E.N.E. and fron1 v\~.N.vV t_o 
E.S.E.) is 227 leagues; anc~ 1ts greate.st breadth (1n th? ch
rection N. and S.), .ll·on1 Po1nt l\1aternlllo to the 1noutn of 
the MaO'dalena., near Peak Ta.rquino, is 37 leagues. The 
mean breadth of the Island, on four-fifths of its length, 
be~·een the Havannah and Puerto Principe, is 15 leagues. 
In the best cultivated part, between the I-Iava.nna h and 
Batabano, the isthn1us is only eight sea leagues. Among 
the great islands of the globe, that of Java 1nost resen1 bles 
the islnnd of Cuba in its for1n and area ( 4170 square 
leagues). Cuba has a. circutnference of coast of 520 lc::tgues, 
of ·which 280 belong to the south shore, between Cape 
San Antonio and Punta 1\faysi. 

The island of Cuba, over more than four-fifths of its sur
face, is composed of low lands. 1":he soil is covered ·with 
secondary and tertiary formations, formed by so1ne rocks 
of gneiss-granite, syenite, and euphoticle. The knowledge 
obtained hitherto of the geologic configuration of the 
<!ountry, is as unsatisfactory as what is kno~ n respecting 
the relatiYe age and nature of the soil. It is only ascertained 
t hat the highest group of mountains lies at the south-eastern 
extren1ity of the island, between Cape Cruz, Punta ~laysi, 
·:1nd Holguin. This n1ountainous part, called the Sierra: or 
Las ~1ontaiias del Cobre, (the Cop!Jer Mountains) situated 
uorth-''rest of the town of Santiago de Cuba, app.ear::; to be 
·about 1200 toises in height. If this calculation be corr=ct, 
the su1n1nits of the Sierra would cornmand those of the 
Blue Mountains of Jamaica, and the peaks of La Selle and 
.La Hotte, in the island of San Don1ino·o. The Sierra of Tar
quina, fifty n1iles Viest of the tov.·n of Cuba, belongs -to the 
some group as the Copper lVIountains. The island is crossed 
from E.S.E. to W.N.W. by a chain of hills, which approuch 
the southern coast between the 1neridians of Ln. Ciudad de 
Puerto P!'incipe and the Villa Clara ; while, further to the 
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