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doza and Santia.O'o de Chile·. . The road leading from one 
·of those to,Yns to the other, ris s gradually fi·on1 700 t.o 
] 987 toises ; and after passin o· the Col des Andes (La 
Cumbre, between the houses of refuge called Las Calaveras 
and Las Cuevas), it descends continually as far as the 
temperate 'alley of Santiago de Chile, of \\hich the bottom 
is only 409 toises aboYe the level of the sea. The same 

. survey has n1ade kno" n the n1inin1um of height at Chile of 
the io,ver li1nit of sno\Y, in 33° south latitude. The 

:limit does not lower in sumn1er to 2000 toises. * I think we 
1nay conclude according to the analogy of the Snowy Moun
tains of Mexico and southern Europe, ancl considering the 
difference of the sumn1er ten1perature of tho t\vo heini
spheres, that the rca.l N evn.das at Chile, in the parallel of 
\ T aldivin. (lat. 40°), cannot be below 1300 toises; in V alpa .. 

. raiso (lat. 33°) not low·er than 2000 toises, and in that of 
· Copiapo (lat. 27°) not below 2200 toises of height. These 
&'e the limit-nu1nbers, the n1inimu1n of elevation, which the 

· ridge of the Andes of Chile 1nust attain in different degrees 
of latitude, to enable their surmnits to rise above the line 
of perpetual snow. The numerical results 'vhich I have 
just marlied, and which are founded on the laws of distri-
bution of heat, have still the same importance 'vhich they 
possessed at the time of my travels in A1uerica; for there 
·does not exist in the immense extent of the Andes, fron1 
8° :south lati~ude to the Straits of 1\iagellan, one N eva.da of 
which the height above the sea-lev-el has been detern1ined, 
either by a simple . geometric measure, or by the combined 
means of barometr1c and geodesic n1ea.suren1ents. 

Between 33° and 18° south latitude, between the paral-
.lels of \T alparaiso and .A.rica, the Andes present towards the 
e~t three ren1n.rkable spurs, the Sierra de Corda' a, the 
~herra de Salta, and the Nevados de Cochabamba. Travellers 
partly cross, and . partly go along the side of the Sierra de 
Cordova (between 33° and 31° of latitude), in their v;-ay from 
Buenos Ayres to ~Iendo_za; it may be said to be the mos·t 
southern prom~:n:~.tory wh1ch advances, in the Pampas, to· 
·wards the mend.ian of 65o; it gives birth to the great river 
known by the name of Desaguadero de Mendoza, .and extends 

* On the southe~n declivity of the Himalayas snow be()'ins (3° nearer the 
.e_guator) at 1970 ~o1ses. . 0 
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