
300 THE CORDILLERA OF CHILE. 

branch (the Cordillera de Chiriguanaes, de los Sau~es, and 
Yuraca.rees), extend regularly fron1 ~est to. east; the1~ east­
ern declivity* is very rapid, and the1r lofttest stnnm1ts are 
not in the centre, but in the northern part of the group. 

The pr~ncipal C?rdillera of. C.hile a~d Upper Peru is, f?r 
the first time, ratnlf]ed very dtstlnctly 1nto t\vo branches, In 
the group of Porco and Potosi, between lat. 19° and ~0°. 
'rhese two branches comprehend the table-land extending 
fro1u Carano-as to Lan1ba (lat. 19!0-15°) and in which is 
situated the ~1nalln1ountain lake of Paria, the Desaguaclero, 
and the great LaO'nna of Titicaca or Chucuito, of which the 
west-ern part bea;s the name of Vinatnarca. To afford an idea 
of the colossal dimensions of the Andes, I may here observe 
that the surface of the lake of Titicaca alone ( 448 square 
sea leagues) is twenty times greater than that of the Lake 
of Geneva., and twice the average extent of a department of 
France. On the banks of this lake, near Tiahuanacu, and 
in the high plains of Callao, ruins are found 'vhich bear 
evidence of a state of civilization anterior to that which the 
Peruvians assign to the reign of the Inca Manco Capac. 
The eastern Cordillera, that of La Paz, Palca, Ancuma, and 
Pelechuco, join, north-west of Apoloba1nba, the western 
Cordillera, which is the most extensive of the whole chain of 
the Andes, between the parallels 14° and 15°. The imperial 
city of Cuzco is situated near the eastern extremity of this 
knot, which comprehends, in an area of 3000 square.leagues, 
the. mountains of Vilcanota, Caraba.ya, Abancai, Huando, 
~armacochas., andAnd~huaylas. Though here, as in general, 
m eve~y considerable 'v1den1ng of the Cordillera, the grouped 
summ1ts ~o 11:ot follo\v the principal axis in unifor1n and 
p~rall~l_du·ectlons, a P.henomenon observable in the general 
dispos1tlon of tl;le. cha1n of the Andes, frotn lat. 18°, is 'veil 
wort~y the at~ent~on of geologists. 'l'he \vhole n1ass of the 
Cordilleras of Chile and Upper Peru, fron1 the Straits of 

. * For much informati?n concerning the Sierra de Cochabamba, I am 
andebted to the manu~cnpts of my countryman, the celebrated botanist 
'I'addeus .Haenke, '~htch a monk of the congregation of the Escurial> 
Father ~tsneros, kmdly communicated to me at Lima. !VIr. Haenke, 
after havmg f?llo~ed the expedition of Alexander ~1" alaspina, settled at 
Cochabamba, 1n 1198. A part of the immense herbal of this botanist is 
now at Prague. 
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