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this tract in so eastern a longitude (probably long. 7 4°), is 
the more re1narkable, a.s we find at four degrees of latitude 
further north, neither a rock nor a hill on the east of 
Xeberos, or the mouth ofthe Huallaga (long. 77° 56'). 

We have just seen that the spur of Beni, a sort of lateral 
branch, loses itself about lat. so; the ·chain between the 
Ucayali and the Huallaga terminates at the parallel of 7°, in 
joining, on. the west of Lamas, the chain of Chachapayas, 
stretching betwen the Huallaga and the Amazon. Finally, 
the latter chain, to which I have given the designation of 
'central,' after forn1ing the rapids and cataracts of the 
Amazon, between Tomependa and San Bot:ja, turns to north- · 
north-west, and joins the western chain, that of Caxamarca, 
or the Nevados of Pelagatos and Huaylillas, and forms the 
great knot of the mountains of Loxa. The mean height of 
this knot is only from 1000 to 1200 toises: its mild climate 
renders it peculiarly favourable to the growth of the cin
chona ,trees, the finest kinds of which are found in the 
celebrated forest of Caxa.numa and Uritusinga., between the 
Rio Zamora and the Cachiyacu, and between Tava.cona and 
Guancabamba. Before the cinchona of Popayan and Santa 
Fe de Bogota (nor. lat. 2-}0 to 5°), of IIuacarachuco, Huam
alies, and Huanuco (south lat. go to 11 °), became known, the 
group of the mountains of Loxa had for ages been regarded 
as the sole region whence the febrifuge bark of cinchona 
could be obtained. This group occupies the vast te1Titory 
br.tween Guancaba.m ba, A vayaca, Oiia, and the ruined towns of 
Zamora and Loyola, bet,Yeen lat. 5 §.0 and 3! o. So1ne of the 
sum1nits (the Paramos of Alpa~haca, Sara.guru, Savanilla, 
Gueringa., Chulucanas, Gua.mani, and Yamoca, which I 
measured), rise fro1n 1580 to 1720 toises, but are not even 
sporadically covered \vith snow, 'vhich in this latitude falls 
only above 1860 to 1900 toises of absolute height. East
ward; in the direction of the Rio Santiago and the Rio de 
Chamaya, two tributary strea1ns of the An1azon, the moun
tains lo"~er rapidly: bebveen San Felipe, Matara, and .J aeu 
·de Bracan1oros, they are not more than 500 or 300 toises. 

1\.s ·we advance from the n1ica-slate mountain of Loxa 
towards the north, between the Paramos of Alpachaca and 
Sara (in latitude 3° 15'), the knot of mountains ramifies 
into two branches, which comprehend the longitudinal 

VOL. III. X 


	LinkTextBoxLeft: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1852-Humboldt-Travels/README.htm


