
34S MOUNTAINS Of 13~4-ZIL • .... 

rise only to the h,eight of 194 toises. The distinctive cha
racteristics of the group of the nlountains of PariJn~ are 
the rocks of granite and gneiss-granite, the total absence of 
calcareous secondary formations, and the shelves of' bare 
rock (the tsy of the Chinese deserts), which occupy im,.. 
mense spaces in the savannahs. 

V. GROUP OF THE BRAZIL 1\fouNTAINS.-This group 
has hith rto been marked on the maps in ~ very erroneous 
wa}. The temperate table-lands and real chains of 300 po 
500 toises high, have been confounded 'vith countries of 
exceedingly hot temperature, and of 'vhich the undulating 
~urface presents only ranges of hills v.ariously grouped. 
But the observations of scientific travellers have recently 
thro\ffi great light on the orography of Portuguese 
America. The mountainous region of Brazil, of ·which the 
mean height rises at least to 400 tois.es, is comprehended 
within \ery narrow limits, nearly between 18° and 28° 
south latitude ; it does not appear to extend, between the 
provinces of Goyaz and ~Iatogrosso, beyond long. 53° west 
of the meridian of Paris. 

When we regard in one view the eastern configuration of 
North and South America., ·we perceive that the coast of 
Brazil and Guiana, fi.·o1n Cape Saint Roque to. the mouth of 
the Orinoco (stretching from S.E. to N.\V.), correspoJ.tds 
with that of Labrador, as the coast from Cape Saint Roque 
to the Rio de la Plata corresponds with that of tHe United 
States (stretching from S.W.toN.E.). The chain of.the Alleg
hanies is opposite to the latter coast, as the principal Cqr
dille:as of Brazil are nearly parallel to the shore of the 
provmces of Porto Seguro, ~io Janeiro, and Rio Grand~. 
The .~eghanies, generally con1posed of grauwacke an4 
trans1tlon rocks, are son1ewh~t loftier than the almos.t 
primitive. J?Ountains (of granite, gneiss, and mica-sl~te ), of 
the Brazilian group ; they are also of a far n1ore sin1ple 
stru?ture, t~eir chains lying nearer to each other,' and pre
serv~g, as 1n the Jura., !1 more uniform parallelisn1. 

If, 1nstead of compar1ng those parts of the new continent 
situated north and south of the equator we confine our:::;elves 
to South America, we find on the wester~ and northern coasts 
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