
354 CONTINUITY OF PLAINS. 

This table contains the whole systen1 of n1.ountains of the 
New Continent; nan1ely: the Andes, the mariti1ne Alps of 
California or New Albion, and the five groups of the east. 

I 1nay subjoin to the facts I have just stated, an observation 
equally striking; in Europe, the maxima of secondary systems, 
which exceed 1500 toises, are found solely on the south 
of the Alps and Pyrenees, that is, on the south ~fthe principal 
<;!Ontinental ridge. They ~re situated on the s1de where that 
ridge approaches nearest the shore, and where the Med.iter .. 
ranean bas not overwheln1ed the land. On the north of the 
Alps and Pyrenees, on the contrary, the most elevated 
~econdary systems, the . Carpatbi~n and the Sc~ndinavian 
Jpountains * do not atta1n the he1ght of 1300 to1ses. The 
depression of the line of elevation of the second order is 
consequently found in Europe as well as in An1erica, w·here 
the principal ridge is farthest re1noved from the shore. If wo 
did not fear to subject great pheno1nena to too small a 
scale, \\e might compare the difference of the height of the 
Alps and the n1ountains of eastern America, \vith the difference 
of height observable between the Alps or the Pyrenees, and 
the 1t onts Dares, the J uru, the 'l osges, or tbe Black Forest. 

\ V e have just seen that the causes which upheaved the 
oxidated crust of the globe in ridges, or in groups of n1oun· 
ta.ins, have not acted very po,verfully in the vast extent of 
country stretching from t_he eastern part of tbe Andes, 
towar~s the Old W orld; that depression and that continuity 
of pla1ns are geologic facts, the more remarkable, as they 
extend nowhere else in other latitudes. The five moun­
tain systems of eastern America, of which we have stated 
the li1nits, divide that part of the continent into au equal 
number of basins, of \rhich, oply that of the Caribbean 
Sea re!llains submerged. From north to south, from the 
polar ciTcle to the Straits of Magellan, we see in succession: 

1400 to 1~00 toises. Yet on the loftiest mountains of Greece, Tomoros, 
Olympu~ In The~suly, Polyanos in Dolope_, and Mount Purnassus, M. 
~ouq~e~1lle saw, 1~ the month of August, snow lying only in patches, and 
1n cavtttes sheltered from the rays of the sun. 

~ The Lo~nitzer Spit~.ofthe.Carpathians, is, according to M. Wahlen­
b~tg, 1245 to~es; Sne~hat.tan, m the c.hain of Dovrefjeld in Norway (the 
ht~hest summ1t of the 01~ continent, north of the paruliel of 55°) is 1270 
t91ses abov~ the level of the sea. ' 
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