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• I noticed on the north-west extren1ity of the basin of 

the West Indies, that the secondary forn1ations dip towards 
S.E. ; along the coast of V ei1ezuela, rocks of gneiss and pr\tni
tive 1nica-slate dip to north-west. The basalts, amygdaloids 
and trachytes, which are often sm'n1ounted by tertiary lime~ 
stones, appear only to·wards the eastern and ·western banks. 

III.-THE BASIN OF THE LOWER ORINOCO, OR THE 
PLAINS OF V ENEZUELA.-This basin, like the plains of Lom
bardy, is open to the east. Its limits are the littoral ch~in 
of Venezuela on the north, the eastern Cordillera of New 
Grenada on the west, and the Sierra Pari1ne on the south ; 
but as the' latter group extends on the 'vest only to ~he 
meridian of the cataracts of l\1aypures (long. 70° 37'), there 
remains an opening or land-strait, running fron1 north to 
south, by which the Llanos of \T enezuela co1nn1unicate with 
the basin of the Amazon and the Rio r~egro. "\Ve must 
distinguish between the basin of the Lower Orinoco, pro'
perly so called (north of that river and the Rio A pure), and 
the plains of Meta and Guaviare. The latter occupy the 
space between the 1nountains of Parime and N e'v Gre
nada. The two parts of this basin have an opposite direc
tion; but being alike covered ,~,-ith gramina, they are usually 
comprehended in the country under the san1e denon1ination .. 
Those Llanos extend, in the form of an arch, fro1n the mouth 
of the Orinoco, by San Fernando de A pure, to the confluence 
of the Rio Caguan with the J upura, consequently along a 
length of more than 360 leagues. 

(a) Part of the basin of Venezuela running fi·o1n east tiJ 
we..c:t.-The general slope is eastward, and the 1nean height 
from 40 to 50 toises. The ·western bank of that great sea 
of_ verdure (mar de.yerbas) is formed by a group of moun
tains, several of wh1ch equal or exceed in height the Peak of 
Teneriffe and Mont Blanc. Of this number are the Paramos 
ael Almorzadero, Cacota, Laura Porquera Mucuchies, 
Timotes, and Las Rosas. The hei~ht of the 'northern and 
~outhern banks is ge~erally less th~n 500 or 600 toises. It 
1~ somewhat ex.t:ao;d1nary.th~t the maximum of the depres
Sion of the bas1n Is not m Its centre but on its southern 
li1nit, at the Sierra Parime. It is only b~t\\·een the meridians 
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