
3GO BAS IX OF TIIE RIO NEGRO •. 

?f water~ is for.mecl by the mount·ains of the Purin1e group; 
1t ··first rises a httle on the north-east to,vards the sources. 
of the Orinoco (lat. 3° 45' ?) and the chain of Pacaraina 
(lat. 4° 4' -4° 12') ; then, during a course of 80 ' lca~ues, 
between the portage of the Anoca.pra and the banks of the 
Rupunuri, it runs very regularly from ·west to east; and 
finally, beyond the n~eridian 61° 50', it again deviates towards 
lower latitudes, pa.ss1ng hetween the northern sources of the 
Rio Suriname, the 1\iaroni, the Oyapoc, and the southern 
sources of Rio 'rrombetas, Curupatuba., and Paru (lat. 
2°-1° 50'). These facts suffice to prove that this first line 

. of partition ~f the ''aters of South Am eric~ (that of the 
northern betn1sphere) traverses the whole contment between 
the parallels of 2° and 4°. The Cassiquiare alone has cut its 
way across the ridge just described. 'rhe hydraulic system 
of ·the Orinoco displays the singular phenomenon of a bifur-

. cation where the lin1it of two basins (those of the Orinoco 
and the Rio Negro) crosses the bed of the principal recipient. 
In that part of the basin of the Orinoco which runs in the 
direction of from south to north, as "\veil as in that running 
from west to east, the maxima of depression are found at the 
foot of the Sierra Parime, we may even say, on its out
line. 

IV.-THE nAsiN OF THE R.ro NEGRO AND THE A ·.MAZON. 

This is the central and largest basin of South America. It 
is exposed to frequent equatorial rains, and the hot and humid 
climate developes a force of vegetation to 'Yhich nothing in 
the two continents can be con1pared. The central basin, 
bounded on the north by the Parime group, and on the south 
by the n10~1ntains of Brazil, is entirely covered by thick 
.forests, \Yh1le the two basins at the extre1nities of the conti-
nent (the Llanos of Venezuela and the Lower Orinoco, and 
the Pampas of ~~enos ~yres. or the Rio de la Plata) are 
savan_nahs or. pra1r1es, pla1ns \VIthout trees and covered ·with 
gram1na. Th1s symmetric distribution of savannahs bounded 
by in1p~netra~l~ forests, 1nust be ?onnectecl ·with physical 
·revolutions '~luch have operated Simultaneously over great 
surfaces. 

(a.)--Pa~rt of tlte basin of tlze A:mazon, 'running fronz- east to 
west, between 2° north and 12° south ; 880 leagues in length. 
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