
366 SLOPES OF RIVER-SYSTE:MS. 

lt is bounded by plains on the left bank, fro:n the c~~siquiar.e 
to the n1outh of the .Ataba.po, and flows 1n a basin ·which 
geologically speaking, according to one great division of th~ 
surface of· South Atnerica into three basins, we have called 
the basin of the Rio Negro and the Amazon. The low 
regions, which a.re bounded by the southern and northern 
declivities of the Parime and Brazil mountains, and which the 
geologist ought to 1nark by one name, contain, according to 
the no· 1 ~s precise language of hydrography, t\YO basins of 
rivers, those of the U P.per Ori~oco and the An1azon, ~eparated 
by a ridge that runs from Jav1ta tow:1rds Esn1eralda. Fpom 
these considerations it results, that a geological ba~i.n (sit 
venia verbo) may have several recipients, and several emis­
saries, divided by small ridges almost i1nperceptible; it may 
at the sa~ne ti1ne contain -waters that flow to the sea by 
different furrows independent of each other, and the systems 
qf inland rivers fio\ving into lakes more or less charged with 
s.aline matter. ~basin of a riyer, or hydrographic basin, has 
but one recipient, one emissary ; if, by a bifurcation, ~t gives 
a part of its waters to another hydrographic basin, it is 
because the becl of the river, or the principal recipient, 
ap.proacbes so near the bau ks of the basin or the ridge of 
par4 ition that the ridge partly crosses it. 

The distribution of the inequalities of the surface of the 
globe does not present any strongly 1narked limits between 
t)le mountainous country and the low regions, or geologic 
basins. Even 'vhere real chains of n1ountains rise like rockv 
d.Jkes issuing from a crevice, spurs 1nore or less considerabl~, 
seem to indicate a lateral upheaving. Wbile I admit the 
difficulty of properly defining the groups of mountains 
and the bas~s or continuou~ plains, I have atten1pted to 
calculate their surfaces according to the statements contained 
m the preceding sheets. 

SOUTH A!\iERICA. 
I. MouNTAINous PART: 

Andes ...................... , 

Square 
M.nrine Loagueg 

Littoral Chain of Ven~~~~i'~ ............. ··· .................. .. 
Sierra N evaua de l\1erida ................................... . 
Grou of the Parime ........................................ . 
S ste~ of the Brazil ~~~·~t~i~·~ ............. · ............. .. 

y ........................... . 

58.!)00 
1,900 

200 
25,800 
27,600 

114,400 
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