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ON THE BEING OF A GOD. 6

say that there i1s a God—we must have seen, on
that portion of Nature to which we have access,
the print of His footsteps; or have had direct in-
tfimation from Himself; or been satisfied by the
authentic memorials of His converse with our species
n other days. DBut ere we can say that there is
no God—we must have roamed over all nature,
and seen that no mark of a Divine footstep was
there; and we must have gotten intimacy with
every existent spirit in the universe, and lcarned
from each, that never did a revelation of the Deity
visit him ; and we must have searched, not into the
records of one solitary planet, but into the archives
of all worlds, and thence gathered, that, through-
out the wide realms of immensity, not one exhibi-
tion of a reigning and living God ever has been
made. Atheism might plead a lack of ecvidence
within 1ts own field of observation. But antitheism
pronounces both upon the things which are, and
the things which are not within that field. It
breaks forth and beyond all those limits, that have
been prescribed to man’s excursive spirit, by the
sound philosophy of experience ; and by a presump-
tion the most tremendous, even the usurpation of
all space and of all time, it affirms that thereis no
God. To make this out, we should need to travel
abroad over the surrounding universe till we had
exhausted it, and to search backward through all
the hidden recesses of eternity; to traverse in every
direction the plains of infinitude, and sweep the
outskirts of that space which is itself interminable

and then bring back to this little world of ours, the
report of a universal blank, wherein we had not
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