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devised and the artist's hand that executed. We

do not accredit him with the original formation of

the materials-neither do we accredit him with the

laws and properties of matter. He did not establish

the properties of matter-he only took advantage

of these properties by a right disposition of the

parts of matter. He did not institute the laws

but he turns these laws to his purpose; and this

purpose is indicated not by the laws but by such

a disposition of substantive and tangible things as

places them in the way of the laws operation.

The watch-maker did not give to the main-spring

its elasticity-but he coiled it up, and so placed it

in the barrel as to impress a rotatory direction

thereupon. He did not give to matter its power

of cohesion; but he availed himself of this power

when he connected the barrel by a chain with

the fusee, and so communicated a circular move.

ment to the latter. He did not give its property

to the lever-but there must have been a maker

who had this property in his eye, when by means

of a train of wheel-work, he placed a succession of

revolving levers between the moving force and the

balance-wheel which communicates a certain regu
lated pace to the handles of the dial-plate. He did

not give to glass its transparency-but he made

use of this its property, when he employed it as a

covering, which might protect the dial-plate with

out concealing it. The design is not indicated by

any one of the laws-but by such a collocation of

pieces as made these laws conspire to the accom

plishment of some palpable end. All the parts of

this beautiful machinery, if misshapen and disjointed
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