
112 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO THE

the assertion of their claims. The truth is, that

the felt odium which attaches to the system ought

never to have fallen upon them. It is an insepar

able - consequence of the arrangement itself, by

which law hath traversed nature-so as to be con

stantly rubbing, as it were, against that possessory

feeling, which may be regarded as one of the

strongest of her instincts. There are few refor..

mations that would do more to sweeten the breath

of English society, than the removal of this sore

annoyance-the brooding fountain of so many

heartburnings and so many festerments, by which

the elements of an unappeasable warfare are ever

at work between the landed interest of the country,

and far the most important class of its public func

tionaries; and, what is the saddest perversity of all,

those, whose office it is by the mild persuasions of

Christianity, to train the population of our land

in the lessons of love and peace and righteousness

-they are forced by the necessities of a system

which many of them deplore, into the attitude of

extortioners; and placed in that very current,

along which a people's hatred and a people's

obloquy are wholly unavoidable.* Even under

the theocracy of the Jews, the system of tithes was

' There is often the utmost injustice in that professional odium
which is laid upon a whole order, and none lave suffered more
under it, than the clergy of England have, from the sweeping
and indiscriminate charges, which have been preferred against
them, by the demagogues of our land. We believe that nothing
has given more of edge and currency to these invectives, than
the very unfortunate way in which their maintenance has been

provided for: and many are the amiable and accomplished indi
viduals among themselves to whom it is a matter of downright
agony,
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