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shall it afford no nourishment to our new-born nature to find
that the Author of this vast universe has interposed, in a no
Jess special and wonderful manner, to fit up this world that it
might become a proper theatre for the display of redeeming
love? Is there not something wrong in our hearts, if we do
not recognize the same wonder-working, beneficent God in
the natural as in the moral world? Creation and redemption
are but parts of one great system, and we may not disjoin
what God has united ; neither may we depreciate one part of
the scheme in order to exalt the other. We will try to unite
them in our experience, as well as in our judgment. Then
shall we see the same great truths imprinted upon nature
which shine forth in redemption. Then shall all our com-
munion with nature serve only to strengthen our love of the
cross, while the more powerfully we are constrained by the
love of Christ, the more delightfully and profitably shall we
wander among the works of God. O, how meagre is his en-
joyment of creation’s beauties who looks at them with only
the eye of the cold, calculating philosopher, or the mere en-
thusiasm of the poet, but not with a Christian’s heart! It is
only such a heart that can vivify the scenes of the natural
world with the presence of God. Nature has charms, in-
deed, for the mere man of taste, and of philosophy. But it
is not till we bring in the religious element, that the affection
becomes such as God would have it, a pure and a sanctifying
emotion.

It is no wonder that such a love as this should be a deep
fountain of happiness in every condition of life. It does not,
like almost all earthly affections, become weaker with ad-
vancing life, when the pressure of cares, disappointments, and
the infirmities of old age come upon us. The man may be-
come weary of the world, and be deserted by it. Feeble
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