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360 - A CHAPTER IN THE BOOK OF PROVIDENCE.

_have been the founder of Mount Holyoke Female Semi.
nary.
But I hasten, thirdly, to speak of her religious adaptation
to the work assigned her.
And it is in her religious character, and there alone, that
we shall find the secret and the powerful spring of all the
efforts of her life which she would wish to have remembered.
But I approach this part of her character with a kind of awe,
as if I were on holy ground, and were attempting to lay open
that which she would wish never revealed. In her ordinary
intercourse, so full was she of suggestions and plans on the
subject of education, and of her new seminary, that you
would not suspect how deep and pure was the fountain of
piety in her heart, nor that from thence the waters flowed in
which all her plans and efforts were baptized and devoted to
God. But as, accidentally, for the last thirty years, the mo-
tives of her actions have been brought to light, I have been
every year more deeply impressed with their Christian disin-
terestedness, and with the entireness of her consecration to
God. Without a knowledge of this fact, a stranger would
mistake for selfishness the earnestness and exclusiveness with
which she often urged the interests of this seminary. Butin
the light of this knowledge, the apparent selfishness is trans-
muted into sacred Christian love. Her whole life, indeed,
for many years past, has seemed to me to be only a bright
example of missionary devotedness and missionary labor. 1
have never met with the individual who seemed to me more
ready to sacrifice even life in a good cause than she was;
and had that sacrifice been necessary for securing the estab-
lishment of her favorite seminary, cheerfully and without a
moment’s hesitation, do I believe, she would have laid down
her life. 1 would, indeed, by no means represent her as an
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