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considerably indeed. Save by a few studious men, who to

the cultivation of Geology and the cognate branches add some

acquaintance with metaphysical science, the general corre

spondence of the line of assault taken up by this new school

of infidelity, with that occupied by the old, and the conse

quent ability of the assailants to bring, not only the recently

forged, but also the previously employed artillery into full

play along its front, has not only not been marked, but even

not so much as suspected. And yet, in order to show that

there actually is such a correspondence, it can be but neces

sary to state, that the great antagonist points in the array of

the opposite lines, are simply the law of development versus

the miracle of creation. The evangelistic Churches cannot,

in consistency with their character, or with a due regard to

the interests of their people, slight or overlook a form of error

at once exceedingly plausible and consummately dangerous,
and which is telling so widely on society, that one can scarce

travel by railway or in a steamboat, or encounter a group of

intelligent mechanics, without finding decided trace of its

ravages.
But ere the Churches can be prepared competently to

deal with it, or with the other objections of a similar class

which the infidelity of an age so largely engaged as the pres

ent in physical pursuits will be from time to time originating

they must greatly extend their educational walks into the

field of physical science. The mighty change which has

taken place during the present century, in the direction in

which the minds of the first order are operating, though

indicated on the face of the country in characters which

cannot be mistaLcen, seems to have too much escaped the no.

tice of our theologians. Speculative theology and the meta

physics are cognate branches of the same science; and when,
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