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is spread oii: hot izontally, like the tails of the cetacea. It is,

however, in the head of the flounder and its cogeners that

we find the more extraordinary distortions exemplified. In

order to accommodate it to the general twist, which rendered

lateral what in other fishes is dorsal and abdominal, and dor

sal and abdominal what in other fishes is lateral, one half its

features had to be twisted to the one side, and the other half

to the other. The face and cranium have undergone such a

change as that which the human face and cranium would un

dergo, were the eyes to be drawn towards the left ear, and the

mouth towards the right. The skull, in consequence, exhibits,

in its fixed bones, a strange Cyclopean character, unique

among the families of creation: it has its one well-marked

eye orbit opening, like that of Polyphemus, direct in the middle

of the fore part of its head; while the other, external to the

cranium altogether, we find placed among the free bones, di

rectly over the maxillaries. And the wry mouth- twisted in

the opposite direction, as if to keep up such a balance of de

formity as that which the breast-hump ofa hunchback forms to

the hump behind -is in keeping with the squint eyes. The

jaws are strangely asymmetrical. In symmetrical fishes the

two bones that compose the anterior half of the lower jaw are

as perfectly correspondent in form and size as the left hand or

left foot is correspondent, in the human subject, to the right

hand or right foot; but not such their character in the floun

der. The one is a broad, short, nearly straight bone; the other

is larger, narrower, and bent like a bow; and while the one

contains only from four to six teeth, the other contains from

thirty to thirty-five. Scarcely in the entire ichthyic kingdom
are there any two jaws that less resemble one another than the

two halves of the jaw of the flounder, turbot, halibut, or plaice.
The intermaxillary bones are equally ill matched: the one is
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